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A description by Faulkner of the normal board meeting of the firm is valuable: *' Beginning at 8 or 9 P.M. they open with the relation of anecdotes which have been culled by members of the firm since the last meeting—this store being exhausted, Topsy and Brown will perhaps discuss the relative merits of the art of the thirteenth and fifteenth century, and then perhaps after a few more anecdotes, business matters will come up for discussion about 10 or 11 o'clock and be furiously discussed till 12, 1 or 2."
What a delightful set they were—full of the joy of life, treating it with the scant respect of schoolboys still. Lady Burne-Jones has described a visit to the Red House about this time. " Charles Faulkner came down a couple of days after we did, and helped to paint patterns on walls and ceilings, and played bowls in the alley, and in the intervals between work joined in triangular bear-fights in the drawing-room. Once in the middle of a scrimmage, that had surged up the steps into the ' Minstrel's Gallery,' he suddenly leapt clear over the parapet into the middle of the floor with an astounding noise; another time he stored windfall apples in the gallery and defended himself against all comers until a well-delivered apple gave Morris a black eye." Such were the men who revolutionised the handicrafts of Europe—they played hide and seek all over the house after it was dark. Another favourite game at meal times was to send Morris "to Coventry" for some trivial reason, and only talk to him by means of messages to be delivered through his wife. But in